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1HE CONDITION OF THE FREFDMEN

Messrs Robert Dale Owen, James McKuye, and
Samucl G Howe, baving been appointed s inquire
into the relutions of the frecdwen to the present
war, have just published & *¢ preluwivary report,
in which, with other reflections of a wore general
nature, they suggest the following “ plan of prgan-
jgation”’ for the governmentof fredmen through-
out the South :

The commission suggest a plan of provisional creaniza.
tion for the improvewent, proteetin, i d employment of
refugee freeda e, extending fur the presenl over thoes
districts of country only wiih the eondition of which they
have become u‘qu' inted, ehiefly by pereonal lnspeetion of
the various locations, in part by relisble reporte and depo-
sitions—nnmely, the Disiriet of Columbia, Eastern Vir-
ginia, Nor'h Clrolinn, South Uaroivs anl Flonda.

The Commisin base sudesvor-d to sd-pt their plan
not only to the iminediats wanis yoder th!! pregoul eont-
tion of things, but =leo to meet such adduiio: al veeupaney
by Feders! troops of the lour Siates sbove named ss is
Il{r-!y to oecur during t e present yeur. and until Congress
shall bace ted oppuriunity to legislats oo this subject.

The Commisaion piopose—

1 That the sbove region of eoun'ry eonstitule three
freedmen’s ruperinterdencies or departmienia, the fir-t
eompri=ing the Distriet of Columbia and Eart=in Virgiiia,
the secord vxtending over North Carolios, sod the third
embrecing the States of Sowh Caroliny nd Fanda,

2. Toat thers be appo uted for e-eh «f thesa superin-
tendencics o Depariment Superintendout, with the pny

and alowance of a colonel of «avaliy.

3. That there be sppointed a8 meny resident superin-
terfdents in ench depapiment as there are important sta-
tiops therein, wi'h not leeg in ench than frow three to five
thousand freedmen to eare for; these resident superio-
tendents to have the pay sud sllowsoces of captain of
oavalry.

4. That where the number of freedmen at any station
sha'l exceed seven or eight thousand, and it is the opinivo
of the Department Superintendent, expressed in writing,
that an assistant superintendent is required, there be ap-

ed such seai-tant, with the pay aud allowsuces of
tenant of cavalry.

Ia ell cases neccssary transpertation to be allowed to
puch superintond: nts.

6. That there bu uppointed such elerks and foremen as
may be necesanry to carry out the detsils of this organizi-
tion, with wages of from one to 1bree dollars & duy, gra-
duited according 1o Lle chirscter of their duties.

And, finally, that there be detailed s Superintendent
General of Freedmen sn officer of suitable qualifiestiors,
not under the rank of a brigadier geversl, to whom and
to his etafl be ss-igned sn ofiece in the Wur Depariuent,
hie stafl officers acting s vecrctaries or vtherwise siding
hiuv in his duties of supeivision.

X will be seen that this organization preeupposcs three
gldm of superintendents besides a chiel as eentral bead,

ms:

One Buperintendent Genersl of Freedwen for the Uni-
ted States.

Deapartwent SBuperintendenta—One for eaeh superioten-
dency, comprising not less than s Stale. K

Reeident Superintendents—Ore for each residency, with
mot less than three thousand freedmen 1o care for,

Assistsnt Superintendente—0Ouve to aid the R sident Su-
perintendrot when the number of fre~<dmen within the re-
sidency e¢xceeds seven to eight thousand.

Togetber with the needful el-rks and foremen.

; The plan will not, the Commission believe, be deemed
umiecesearily elaborate when the poseibility is teken nto
socount that the eolored population, for whose suparvision
it is prepared, msy resch the sumber of & million or a
million aud a balf before the current year expires.

The Commission further propose that to the general offi
oer detailed as Superintendent Genernl of Freedmen be
committe], uutil Congress shsll otherwise provi‘e, the
geperal supervision, thronghout the United Statss, of the
eolvred population emancipated by the President’s procla-
malion and by acts of Congress; and the duty of eecing
faithfully carried out the pisn of organization which muy
be adopted.

That to this officer, as heed of the crganization, all re-
rts of Department Superintendents, and all requisitions
them for money or other supplics, be addressed ; and

that it be bis duty t. lay these, withsuch rewarks thercon

a8 hie may deew proper, before the Seeretary of War.

That if, as the Ireedmen’s Superintendencies shall in-
erease in numbers and unportavce, tha officer aforesaid
sball be of opmion thet it will be useful to esll together,

- froun time to time, the Deprriment Superintandents to sit

for & few days as u board for consultation sod for com-

srllon of mutual experience, it shall be his opivion so to

y and of such & bonrd Le sbali be cheirman.

That each Resident Superinteudent shall report at lesst
onoa 8 mouth to the proper Departwent Supenntendent,
who shall communieate esid reports, with such remarks
thereon snd such recommendations in regard to any re-
r’liﬁnns they may conlain as to bim msy seem proper,

the Buperintendent Geoeral.

That each AssistantSuperintendent report to the proper
Resdent Superintendent, who shall cowmuricate such
report, with his remarks thereon, if any he deem necessary,
%o the proper Department Superinteadent.

A competent surgeon and hospital steward should be ap-
e for iach residency, aud ussistant surgeon ndded

‘when the nuwber of refugees atiuched to the residency

it. It mny be necessary at first to give these

re the pey and allowances of officers of the same rank

In the army. But it is very desirable that, as soon as pos-

mible, the proper relstion between phy.icisn and patient

be in a mensure at lesst estsblisbed, by ecsusng thess
medical men to depend in part {or support on those whom
attend.
be importance of enlizhtesed instruet'on, edueitionsl
and religioue, to these uneducated people eaupot be over-
estimated. It is plessant to the Commission to be sble to
stale their conviotion that the freedmen 1o every distriet
of country they huve visi ed, eager to abtain for themselves,
but espec ally for the r childran, those privil-ges of ednea-
tion which have hithertn beeu jealously withheld from
themn, may alresdy be depended upon to support in part
both teachers and pastors. The benevolent and religious
poe eties of the North are siding liberslly in thia gocd
wo k; snd the opinion of some of those who have tiken &

ing part in these piilanthropie efforts (ns expressed to

‘the Commision) ix that with the aid of the freedmen them-

melver, they will be able for the present snd until the num-

ber of refugee frecdmen shall materinlly ineresse, 1n most
oascs Lo supply the pecessary literary and religious instrues

I, in the organization of the varicus superiotenden-
eles this opinion shoud prove correct, it 18 well. But
gamized « forts of pricate benevolenea are usually uneer-

#8ib in their duration, and a grestly inerensed immigration

of retugees muy so sugment the nuwber of freadmen need-

ing instruction that the demaud for school t-s:bis g and

‘oral earc will exceed the supply. I that csse it may

urcensnry 1o certain locat ons that Government, for the
$ime being, detail a chaplain to taks the relizicus eharge
of & residency ; nud that it pay the salaries of the necesssry
teachers until the freedmen’s sehools become self support-

43 to these matlers, it should be made the duty of the
Artment superivtendent speeially to reporr,
leanwhile, the Government sbould aff rd tranaporta-
flou Lo any religious or recular teschers who are duly
acoredited by reepectalile societies, and supporied, in
whole or 10 part, from the funds of the sueieties by whom
they are sent i
A8 a geueral rule, the refugees will probably sooner he
able to pry their elergymen tonn 1o p;l’:.-. de '[I:n ™ qui.ir:e
pamber of teachers for their chidren. The treedmen of
Newbern bave recently invited a private of the Forty third
Msssncbusetts volunteers, tnmed Edward Fitz, of ths
Me:hodist persussion and baving & leense to prenh, to
become their pastor, at a salary of one thousand » yenr
T'be organization bere proposed wiill be ucomplete in
khose purts of the superintend sucies herespouken of imwhick
s ordivery eourts of justice are ruspeuded, unless tem. |
L ary provision be wads for a megatracy through whose |
ol ion lhg«-' people mny learn the important lesson that
b obedience which, sa wiaven, they paid to the will of s
ster, must now be rendered by them, ss freedmen, to
sblished lnw-— care beirg taken not to ¢ neoursge them
become litigious. 1u this view, the Comumission recom-
nd that wherever, througbout the superintendencies
. resaid, justicen of the penee snd circnit and other
Jucges have ceased to hold their seenorn, 4 provost judge
Bf he be not wlrendy appointed, should ba The 1.03“1,}
much sn officer st Port Koyal is very mueh felt
‘They farther recommend that the proper Department
Buperintendent be vested with authority to bring g, oom-
liation and settlement sll diffioult es ariving between
odmgn,f'xr,epl where resort to s provost Judge or other
.ll tribunal becomes necessnry. Whers & cuse of dii |
by occurring belween a freedman nud & white man goes |
fore a provost marshal or provost judge, or before any |
egularly wetablished legal tribunal, it should be made the
Uty of the Department Superintendent a0 far to act as
lend and advieer for the fieedman as to ses to 1t that his
pase in fairly prescnt d und tried ; and to this ead, in im
portant cases, where neceseary, to employ couneel. In
| theee cascs the Dopurtment Superintendent shall give
ch counsel snd wivice ue shall tend to justire between
B parties, acting in person when practieable; but, of
ary, be moy be s'llowid to appoint the npproprinte
at superiniendent 1o aet for him ne deputy during
absence in the settlement of wingr caaen,

It stiould be wpecially recommended to the Dopartment

srivtendent, io the woltlement of w1 personsl diffioul-
batween these people, to ot as arbitrstor rather than
formal judge—adopiing the genersl prineiples gOvern-
oourts «f concilintion. And it ie covfidently believed
py the Commission that if he shall <ucersd in gsining the

' nee of the freedmen under his obarge, he will, with
e exceplions, be able smicably and satisfactorily to sd.
such difficulties without fursher resort to law.

employés sbove proposed, the Commission suggest as
follows :

Thst the department superiotendeuts be sppointed by
the Becretary' of War. :

‘Thst the rsident superintendents and aesistant super-
intendents be nominated to the superintendent genersl by

tie tespective de artm-ut euperintendens fur cosfirmation
or reject oo. :

‘Lhat elerks, wheu ne- ded st any ‘reedmen’s sta'ion, be
pownnated by 1b- res.dent superintendent 10 the department
superintendent for coufirmaticon or rejecti n.

Tuat the resrd-ut superintendents way, with the coneur-
rence of the department superivtendents, sppoint foremen
when needed.

But that the number of residencies io & department, and
aleo the uuwber of aesistaut superintendents, be deter-
mucd, after 8 report on the sulj-ct from the depariment
sup-rintendeut tu the superintendent genersl afuresaid, by
that officer.

In ths sbove recommendations as to the mode of ap-
pointing subordir ate vfficers the Commission are influrnced
by their couvietion that it is a prineiple of great practical
importsnce in sdmivistrative organigations that upon all
officers to whom suburdinates are immedintely rcsponsible
tbould be thrown, ns far as prudence permits, the respoo-
bil ty, 1y selection of such subordinates, of baving about
them ouly wen of charreter and of proper qualfications
Whet s workman bas cholee of tols he caouvt throw Lhe
boswe of bid wrkmanehip upoo them. h

t''e Commission here desire to record their profound
conviction that upon the jud.cious sel«ction of Depuart-
meut Superinte.drnts and of Buperintesdent Geueral of
Freedwen will maioly dopevd ihe rucocesful practical
work ngs of the above shetenrd plau of vrgavization The
Atrican race, accurtomed to shold itsell by cunniog and
evasi, nud by shirkiog of work, whenever it can be
- fely ebiiked, ngnin-t the oppres-ion which has been it
1.t for geueintions, is yet of gevial vature, slive lo grali-
tude, open to impre-sious ol iuduess, and wore I'U'ndllljr
iuflue ced and | d by those wbo treat it well aud gaio its
goufide nee thon vurisee, or perhaps than any orher. The
wishes sud recommerd tivns of Governmeant, if they are
1t bursbly enforeed but quielly commuuvicated by those
who uuderstand and sympathize with the Alriean uature,
will be received aud vbeyed s commands in almost every
instsucs. It is highly important, therefo e, that those
Wi have in coarge the interests of thess freedmen shall
te wen not only of adwiniatrative ability, but aise of com-
prehensive benevolence and bumanitarian views.

Uu the otver hand, it is equaily desirsble that these re-
fuge: s, us readily spoled as ehildren, should not be treated
with weak and ivjurious indulgence. Even-handed justice,
nut special favor, is what they need. Mild firmuess iv the
proper spirit in whieh to costrol them. ‘I'bey ebould find
themeelver trented not as children of preference, fostered
by cbari'y, dependent for a living ou Governmeut or on
beuevolent sesociations, but as men from whom io their
new charseter of freedmen, sclf-reliauce aud self-support
are demasded. -, :

Superiutendents imbued with this spirit and the views
here recommended will, if they possees s fair amount of
execulive taleat, find little difficuity in managing relugee
freedmen, snd with infrequent exeeptions will meet with
no faetic us oppogition ou iheir part.

In first puttiog ot operation this plan of management
it i+ recommendud that the present superintendents in the

departwents referied to be either confirmed as resident or
nssistant superintandents, uuder the new orgauizalion, or
ut unee 16lieved from duty.

DIPLOMACY AND THE POLISH REVOLUTION.

In response to the call for intervention, which went up
from vearly every part of Europe, the Governments of
France, England, and Austria recently united in a remon-
strance to the Emperor of Russia in re ation to Poland,
and at the same time presented a plan for the pacification
and better government of that distracted country. This
plan ewbraced the following six pointa:

1. Complete and general amnesty.

2. National representation, with powers similar to those
;rsh’igh are fixed by the charter of the 15—27 November,

3. Pulee to be named to public offices in such 8 manoer
as to form a distinet pational administration, hav.ng the
confidenca of the eountry.

4. Full and entire liberty of eonecience; repeal of the
restrictions imposed on Catholic worehip.

5. The Polish Isuguage recognised in the kingdom as
the official laoguage, and used as such in the administra-
tion of the law and in education.

6. The establishment of a regular and legal system of
recruiting.

It was the general expectation of Europe that Russia
would socept thess pointe as the basis of negotistions, &
suspension of arms, snd a conference of the eight Powers
that sigued the treaty of Vienna, These points being the
minimum of the three Powers that presented them, it was
well understood that the rejection of any one was consid:
ered insdmissible. Prince Gortsobskoff has not only re-
fused to sccept them, but has eouplrd with his refussl lan-
gusge and statements which have given deep offsnce to
each of the three Powers.

In his reply to Eogland he admits the right of the Pow-
ers thal sigued the treaty to exchange mentiments n re-
gard to the mere interpretation of cerlain srticles ; but be
firmly denies their right to interfere in the present strug-
gle; be declures that the reorgacization of Poland must
be preceded by the re-establishment of order; that the
revolution is sustainsd by terrorism and by foreign ele-
ments ; that the masses bave kept alool from it; that po-
litically it is & stage display, iutended to act upon Europe ;
tist the principle of action 1s to keep up agitation at all
st in order to furnish an ocoasion and pretext for diplo-
walic interference which should lead to military se'ivn.
He endeavors to prove that the insurgents demand neither
an amnasty nor au sutunomy; their object being, he de-
clarca, dominivn over provinces where the immense ma-
Jority are Ruesians by race or by religion.
even to discuss the question of a suspencion of hostilities,
aod refuses to bave the proposed measures submiit+d to
a conference, on the ground that the result would be *sn
interference of foreign Powers in the most intimate de-
tuils of the adm's istration—an interference which no great
Puwer could adu it, and which certainly Eogland would
not accept in her own affairs."”

The replies to France and Aostria were conceived in a
similar spirit, and in both eountries have ocossioned great
popular i xcitement. The Parisian journals refer openly
to war as the result of the note to France, where it 1 not
rogarded ss a diplomatic reply. but as a defiaoce. Peti-
tions breath ng intense hatred to Rumsia, and ealling upon
the Emperor to draw his sword aod eut the koot which
diplomaecy fails to untie have been numerously signed by
tie working elazses. In his despateh in reply to the Aus-
trino note, Prinee Gortachakoff, while decliniog to submit
the details of the sdministration of Poland to the delibera-
tions of the Powers that signed the treaty of Vienoa
on June 9, 1815, declar:s the resdiness of the Rue-
sisn Government to enter into negetiations with the
Cabinets of Vienna and Berlin for the purpose of
placing the respective position of their Polish posses”
sivns affected by the stipulations of the treaties of 1815,
io harmony with present neceasities nnd the progress of
time. The Prinee alsc insioustes that Galieis and the
kingdom of Poland are on & par. Count Bechberg, the

Austrisn Minister, ** eategoriea ly rej cta” the above in-
sinustion, snd declines o enter into the proposed negotia-
tl“".

As neither France, England, nor Austria can, with
dignily, withdraw from their position, it is generally be-
lieved that war is inevitable, uniess, whiob is not a proba-
b'e aupposition, Hussin should st the last moment sccede
to the demande of theae Powers. The war spirit seems to
be higher in France and Austris thban in Eogland, where
the people are baginning to connt the cost, and to question
the expediency of assisting Louis Napoleon in bis designs
to alter the preseut wap of Europs 1n the interest of
Frauee. Bome of the French papers complain bitterly
that Russin has, as ususl, got the upperbaod in the diplo-
matic game. Bhe bas mansged to evade a decisive anawer,
until the senson ia too far advanced for the commencement
of netive host lities this year, and before the opening of the
spring campaign the revolution will have been erushed and
the hopes of Poland destroyed.

We contiows to receive intelligence, not always trusi-
worlhy, of frequent and bloody skirmishing ; but neither
wide hns as yot achieved n decisive vietory. Oae grand
obatacle to the succsss of the inaurrection appesrs to be
the apathy of the peasnats. When the revolutionary party

in Poland declared the penssnt to be the free proprietor
of his (and, there seemed to be some foundation for a hope
that he might prove gratelul to bis benefactors; but as a
claen the pensnnts are suspicious of the propristors, and
are inelined lo rogard the remission of their reats as a
were trap.  In parts of the kingdom they are at this time
faverable to the cause of the revolution; n many others
unfavorable ; but ou the whole their position is one of pas-
sive indifference to either side.—New York Com. Ade.

Gen. Osterbaus is oot dead, as rebel despateh
time ngo declared. Al last socounts he was inp.oo-lam..

As o the wode of appointment of superinteadents sod

sod prepared to do good service in nddi i
’ . [ § ng w-ippiofJ

THE REACTION IN NORTH CAROLINA.

The Union feeling in North Carolina sppears to
be constantly gathering strength, while the desire
for peace seems to be elwost universal. The Ra
leigh Siandard of & recent date g.ves expression
to this feelig in s article of great bolduess I
copies an arucle from the Raleigh Daily Progress,
which expresses great fear that unless the war is
soom stopped slavery will be obliterated, &c , and
then adds :

“We ugree with our contemporary in much of the
sbove. But we bave po idea . that peacs can be obtained
on our own terms; the most powerful nstions seldom
succeed in doing that. What the great mass of our people
deaire 1s & ceseation of bostilities and negotiations. If they
eould reach that point they would fel that the confliet of
arms would not be renewed, and that some settlement
would be effected which would leave them in the future in
$he erjoyment of life, liberty, and happiness.

“Itis 8 great crime, eepecislly st u time like this, to
eincesl the truth. We inteod to tell the truth as fur &8
we kuow it, let the eineequences be what they may. Frow
the beginving of the wur until the present time the enemy
bus elowly but surely gained upon us; and but for the ex
traordinary endurance snd eoursge of our trvopw, bis flag
would now ba floating at the eapital of every Biate. We
hive lost Miss uri, Marylsnd, Keuntucky, Tennesses, the
Mis-issippi Valley, Texss, Louisiaos, Arksnsas, and eon-
siderable portivns of other Siates. Vicksbury has fallen,
ns we feared mauy wonths sgo it would. Poit Hudson
fallen. Charleston, Mobile, and Savasush will probably go
next. Gen. Lee is sttempting to retire from Maryland
with bis epoils, but no substantisl viciory has erowned his
arms. We are weaker tu-day than when he crossed the
Potomae into Maryland. Our recruits in the way of con-
seripts will scarcely keep our regimeuts full, and we cau-
not hope to add waterially to our forees. Our fighting
population is pretty well exhausted. Every body knows
this—the North kuows this aod so dves Europe. Ou the
eontrary, our enemies, flushed with triumph, have a large
army 1n the field, and their President has just oalled for
three hundred thousaud mure. He will g+t them.

“The movement on Pennsylvavis by Gen. Lee and the
fall of Vicksburg and Port Hudson have hushed all elamors
for peace in the Noith, and have bunded the people there
as one man fur the presecution of the war. We have
nothing to bope for from forcign nations, and just as our
cause is, we see no indications that Providence is abiut to
interpose in vur behalf. ‘I'be war, then, will go on. One
side or the other must eonquer., Will five miliions of
whites conquer twenty willions of the same race 7 Wil
they conquer & pesce on the very suil of thess twenty wil-
lions? Not in apy event, if these twenty millions possces
ordinary manbood aud will fight. They fought at Bbarps-
burg snd Gettysburg, and they worsted us at the latter
place. Northern triops are not cowards — thry fight
nearly as well as Southern troops. We cannot schieve
sigoal victories over them on their own soil. What then?
If the worst is destined to overtake us, would it not be
wise aud prudent to (ake less than the worst, provided we
could do so compatibly with honor 7

* The Richmond Euquirer recently declared that there
were but two roads before the Bouth—one to invade the
North and eonquer & peace, and the other to restore or
reconstruct the old Government. That paper was either
indulging vain speculations as to the future, or it will be
prepared to abandon the contestif Gen. Lee should fail
in his effort to conquer a peace by invading the North.
To abandon the contest or attempt to subdue the presence
of Northern armies on our soil, and to resist them only by
guerrilla warfare, is most probably to be conquered. It
does vot follow that a uation is not conquered because all
its troops, or a considerable portion of them, are not whip-
ped or captured. Whipped we never have been aud never
will be; but we may be overcome by mere pbysical foree.
Buch was the fate of Poland, Huugary, and Ireland. It
18 no disgrace to a people to be overpowered by mers

He declioes i

brute force, if they resist manfully snd desperately. No
troope sivee civilization commenced have fought with more
sourage, or constauncy, or ardor than the Southern troops.
Their future acd the future of the country for which they
are contending can pever be iu any event otherwise than
respectsble and honorsbls among nations. We grope in
the dark, looking for the designs and endeavor to inter-
pret the workivgs of Provideoce in the aflsirs of nations.
The birth of a nation on this planet is & great event. If
it should please Him to build up and perpetuste this npw
nation of Confederate States, He will do it; if not, He
will ot do 1t. Thie is a1l we know about it.

* It is time to copanlt reason and common senee, and to
discard passion, That pesee cannot be attained by fight-
ing mercly is now apparent to all In the laagusge of &
highly intelligent frieud who writes us from & county bor-
dering on the South Carolina line, * the prople are tired
of this awful war, It must end st gome time, and there
must be a staiting poiot to ap end. Let our pext Con-
gressional elections turn on the propositions, that Cen-
gress shall appoint cowmiesioners to meet vthers on the
part of Lioecoln to make sn honest ¢ffirt to stay the effu
sion of blood, by an bonorable adjustment. Let what
these commissioners may do be submitted to the people.
If they approve it pescs will ba the resylt, if they reject
it the war will be renewed and coutinued indefinitely ' If
an honorable peace were tendered by ths Bouth and re
jeeted by the North, desperation would then nerve every
Southern arm and our peopls would share a common fate
and fill & common grave. But this awful result, it seema
to us, may be averted. It may do much good and can do
no barm to talk—to negotiate or pave the way to negotin-
ting while we fight.

“'We apoke just now of the worst befalling our people
as the result o! this war. What is the weret? It would
be the condition of provineial dependence on the Federal
Government, each State being ruled by a milltary governor,
an Teunessee is, and the emencipation of our slaves in our
midst. That wou d be the worst. If the war contioues
is it not likely that this will bappen? Judging the fature
by the past (and we have no other means of judiing) we
fear it will. What then? Must we rush on 1o our doom?
Must the sword still wave and the strong n-m of physical
foree still exert itself, nod no effort be made by mental and
moral mesns 1o close the war? Why, North Ameriean
snvages sometimes bury the tomabawk and meet together
to smoke Lhe pipe of peace. Are we of the North and
South—Christians a8 we profess to be—~more suynge than
the savages! '

“Thess are sad truths, but we fuel it to be our duty to
lay them before our readers. We do not consure others
for eutertaining their own opinior s, and we have a right
1o express ours without censura fiom fiiend or fos Bt
ecencura, and even the groisest abuse, we fer | sure we shsll
incur; yot ‘nune of thess thinge move us' when we know
we are spenkiog the trulh, for the sske of buminity and
liberty, 1n the name of the people thewselves, who ought
to be, if they are not, practieally the mast-ra of us all,”

THE HEATED TERM,

The New York Commeroial Advertiser says ;

“ It in seldom we have to record sueh a continuanes of
extrems hot weather. Bome years ago the deaths in the
city from sun stroke reached nearly two bundred. Due-
ing the present heated term the record of deaths from the
same oause amounts to some one hundred and fifty, Yees-
terday was the warmeat day—the mercury at three o'cl sck
standiog at 94. To-dny st nine o'cluck it was at 90, two
degrees higher than at the ssme hour yesterday. I'he
ﬂ:{"" frow all parts of the country complain of the great

The New Haven Journal of Monday morning has the

following : "

# The present moat remarkable ‘ hot spell’ has now con-
tinued for filteen days. We have no persunal recollection
of any thing like it in this city. Yesterday was nearly as
hot as any of ite predeccmsors, the thermometer ranging
from 90 to 93, according to position.”

The Moutreal Gazatte of Baturday says:

It will hardly be news to our readers to say that {he
weather has been most oppressive for some Lime past,
They niready know how oppressive it has been. It may
be interesting to those at a distanos, however, to lesrn
that the mercury remains between 80 and 90 the greater

t of the time. We have had several heavy storms of
rain, but the air doea not appear to have been mueh cool-
eod—the same vverpowering moist heat remaining,”

A friend writes us that last week, at Baratoga, the heat
was more oppressive thag it bad been known for forty

yours,

EUROPEAN INTELLIGENCE.

The Loundon papers of the 20th July snoounce the death
on the preceding day, at Hamilton-lodge, Bouth Kensing-
ton, of the Marquis of NorRMANBY, in the sixty-seveath
year of his age. His wifo is still Living, and their only son,
George Augustus Constantine, Earl of Mulgrave, now
Goveroor of Nuva Beotia, will iuherit the title and estates

FROROGATION OF PARLIAMENT.

The ceremony of proroguing Parlisment by royal com-
mission tovk place on the 28th of July, whben, aftar the
two Houses hud been assembled, the Queeu's speech wus
read by the Lord Chaocellor, We extract the rollowing
passsges, beiog all that will be of interest to aoy of our
readers :

We are commended by her Majesty to dismies you from
further attendsnce in Parlisment, and st the same time to
couvey to yon ber Mujesiy's scknowledgments for the
zeal aud nssiduity with which you bave applied yourselves
to the performsnce of your duties during the session now
brought to a close,

Her Mujssty has eeen with deep regret the present eon-
dition of Polnnd. Her Mrjesty has been engaged in con-
oert with the Emperors of the French and Austria, in ne-
gotiation, toe subject of which bas been to «btain the ful-
filmeut of the siipulations of the treaty of 1815 in behalf
of the Poles. Her Mnj+sty trusts that these stipulations
will be earried into execution, and that thus a conflict dis-
iressing to bumanity and dangerous to the tranquility of
Europr, may be brought to n close.

The eivil war between the Northern and Southern States
of the North American Union still unfortunately continues,
and is pee a-urily stievded with mueh evil, not only to the
contending parties, but also to na‘ions which have tauken
no part in the contest Her M»j-sty, bowever, has seen
uo resson to depart fiom that strict neutrality which her
M#»lty ha« obseived from the beginning of the contest.

he Gre k vation having chosen Prinee William of Den-
mark for their K nz, her Majeaty is taking steps with a
view to the uniou of the Tonian Telands to the kingdom of
Greece. For this purpose her Majesty i4 in e muwunion with
the Powers who were pariies w twe treaty of 1815, by
which these islaude were planesd under the pro ectorate of
the British Crown ; and the wishea of the lvuiaus on the
subject of such uuion will ba sscartained, |

Scveral barbarous outrsges comuntted in Japan upon
British subjects have rendered it nesessury for her Maj-s-
ty to demand reparation, aud her M+j-sty hopes thut her
demands will be conceded by the Jnpaiece Government
without its being necesssry to proceed to coercive mea-
sures to enorce them.

The Emperor of Brazil bas thought proper to break off | &

his diplomatie relations with her Mejosty in conrequence
of her Majesty nothaviog complied with the demand, which
she did not deem it possible to accede to. Her Mejesty
has no wish that this esirangement rhould continue, and
would be glad to see her relations with Brazil re.eatub-
li-hed

‘I he distress which the eivil war in America has inflict-
od upon a portion of ber Majesty's rubjects in the manu-
fscturing districta, snd toward the relisl of which euch
generous and munificent contributions have been made,
h1s in scme degree diminished, a: d her M:j sty bas g ven
her cordial assent to measures caleulated to have a benefi-
cisl influence upon that unfortunate state of things.

Sym ptoms ulP u renewanl of disturbances have manifest-d
themselves in her Majensty’s colony of New Zealand, but
her M jeaty truste that by wise and coneiliatory neasures,
supporied by adequate means of represeion, order, and
tranquility will be maintained in that valusble colony.

Her Majesty has given her assent to a measure for aug-
wmenting the income of & considerable nuwmber of small
benefices, snd she trusts that this measure will be con
ducive to the interests of the establisbed chureh. Her
Maujesly has given her sssent to an act for the remission of
a lerge portion of the statute book by the removal of many
acts, which, although they bad becowe obsolete or uune-
o~rsary, obstruoted the condensation of the statute law.
Her Msjesty has felt much plessure in giviog her assent 1o
an aet fur placing upon » well defived fooiung that volun-
teer torce which bas ndded a most important element to
the defensive meana of the country.

Her Majesty has gladly given ber asseot to an act for
earrying into effect the add.tional trealy concluded by her
Mujesty with the President of the United States fur the
more eff-ctual suppression of the slave trade, sud her Ma-
jesty trus s that the honorable co-operation of the Govern-
ment of the United States will materially assiat har Ma-

josty in those endeavors which Great Britain baa long
been engsg~d in making to put an end to the perpetraticn
of that most disgraceful erime. Her Mujesty has assented
with eatisfaction to many other meagures of public useful-
uess, the result of your labors during the present ression.

It has been gratilying to her Majesty to observe that,
votwithstanding many ndverse circumstancea, the goneral
prospeiity of ihe empire pontinues unimpaired, thaugh
great loeal distress has been suffered in Great Britain
from the effects of the civil war in Ameriea, aud in Ire-
lasd from the results of the unfavorable seasons. Tha
financial resources of the United Kingdom have been fully
maiotaived, avd the genzral gommerce with the worid has
npt been materia'ly impaired.

It has been 8 source of great satisfaction to her Masjesty
to find that ber East Indian possnesions rapidly recovered
from the devastations whioh lutely overspread them. They

are entering upon a course of improvement, social, finan-

cigl, sod pomwergial, which bolds out good promise fur the
future prospe rity of thuse extensive reglons,

MR. LAIRD V8, MR SECRETARY WELLES.

Mr. Laird, of Birkenhead, bas published the letters on
which be founded his statements that the Federal Govern-
ment bad approsched bim with & view to getting vessels
built by him, They ars lettera from s Washington agent,
whose name Mr. Laird refuses to publish, and thus with-
holds the only test by which the right of ths party *u make
the propositious could be teated. We here insert the
letters :

WasnixaTox, JuLy 30, 1861,

DeAR Birs: Since my arrival here I have bad fre quent
in‘erviews with cur “ Department of Naval Affa re,” and
am happy to say that the Minister of the Nuvy is ivclined
to huve un iron-plated ship built out of the ecuntry, This
ship is designed for & specifio purpose, to secomplish a de
finite objeot. I rend you herewith a memorandum handed
me laat evening from the Department, with the request
that I would send it to you by the steame.'s muil of tos
worrow, and to a<k your iwwme jiate reply, stating if you
will sgree to build such & ship as desired, how soon, snd
for how much, with such plaoe and spee heations as you
msy deem it best to send me.

1 feel very wure thit the building of this proposed shot-
proof steam-r will lead to other business of wuch valus.
Our own builders would be very jealous ii they were aware
ol thia application to you, but, in the preseat eordition of
affairs, it ie important to sct secretly and cautious'y, and
I have aseured wy Government thal you will keep this
matter entirely and strictly to yourselves, and by no means
let it be ko swn what you are building or for whom.

You will notice that the Inrgest liberty is given for the
censtruction of the ship, one requisite only bsing imp: rt-
sot—ihat she is bomb and shot-proof. How this is to be
accomplished it is fo: you to judge and d termine, aa the
Depariment givea no spacifications. %cqn state to you,
in counfidenoe, that the vbject ia to enable the Government
to make the attempt to take repossession of its forts in one
specific Bouthern port 1 have assured our Minister of
the Navy that if such a vessel can be built you ean do it,
and be hae great coufidenee in my jodgment.

In addition to this shot and shell proof vessel, he also
wants a side-wheel gunboat, of not over five or six foet
draft, radder at both ends, spred not leas than thirteen
koots, to earry a sing's gun at esph end weighing 6,000
Ibw., exclusive of carpiage ; the bont to be built of iron.

Please give all due examination and thought for both of
the objects desired, especially the battery, aud write mo
as sovn as possible, directed, an usual, st New York, for
which I leave here this evening, -

Wailing your advices, I am, dear sirs, very truly yours,

Yon ean judge what angles to give if decks must be
iron-plated, sud the best form for glancing off balls.

Messrs. JOHN LaikD, Boxs & Co., Bitkenhead,

W are desirous of having, ecnstructed a floatiog bat-
tery planned with the wpecific object of going into ports
guarded with batteries nnd furts which are within from
three hundred yards to half & mile from the channel, The
floating bat:ery or iron-plated ship to be so cunstruocted as
to be able to pasa the forta comparatively unharmed by
the fires of the batteries, both horizontsl ‘and plunging.
She is wanted for no ether purpuse. She is not required
to have aspeed exceeding mix kuote. She must oot draw
over fourteen feet. Bhe must bave no masts, Her rud.
der must not beal?t_od %0 a8 to be liable to be disabled
in passing & fort. This is most important. There should
be a rudder at each end to avoid turning, She must oarry
eight guos, (rifl:d,) weighing each about 16,000 pounds—
li\‘wlf’u o: lench ﬂlaﬁ lylf;.gu hnw.lud two to fire from stern,
The ship to nial complete, with gun
o - oy guna and every

New YORK, SEPTEMBER 20, 1861,

Dear Sins: Your valued favors of the 3d, 28th, and
31st uitimo, with (he wmmﬂunying drawings, were re-
oeived durivg my absence in the far West with Gen. Fre-
mont's division of the army, where I bad been delayed far
hgrjnd m e:poeuhom.

mmediately upon my return I went to Wa-hington with
your tracings and laid them before the Secretary of the
Navy, aud 1 truat that before long I shall be sb!e to send
g-a nn order for the coustruction of oue or more gun.
ata, ’

Tue Beorotary was rather disappointed that you have
not sent any response to the memorandum in reference to
t shell and whot-proof battery for use in our Southern har-
bors—I may say to you, in confidence, intended to foroe
an entrance into Charleston barbor, defended by P
Bnﬂ;hr n:m'lrk.“ I bo Ih::dyon may be able to
seud me a such a ry, the terma
Jou will gongtruct such a sbip, o

orta | mons on the 27th March, in whioh he represents that the
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mﬁh.bhurﬁ-on you soou, I pm, desr sirs, you
¥

Messrs. J. Laiap, Sons & Co., Birkenbead.

New Youk, Ocroser 28, 1861,

My DeaRr Birs: I bave your valued favor, also the slips
eoutaining very interesting aceounts of your new woiks,
all of which give me wuch pleasure.

1 congratulate you on the coufidence manifested by your
Goveroment in entrusting you with the buildiog of s iron-
plsted ship of such large dimeusions, ns well ss the trans-
port ship, and 1 have o doubt but that you will turn them
out, as you slways have done, to the entire satisfaction of
the Admiralty. I trust that you may get the contract fur
the others they pro

I caunot but regret that you did not estimate for the
flonting batteries required by our Navy Depariment, as it
would bave been u step in the right direetion, sud had you
succecded, a8 I know you would, it would bhsve gone far
toward relsxing the stringency of cur pavigation laws in
reference to the buying of fore gn built ships.

I sent your lust letter, received yesterday, to the Beere-
tary of the Navy, who was very desirous to bave you build
the iron-plated aud bowb-proof batteries, and I trust thut
Le may yeot decide to have you build vne or wore of the
Ruuboute.

1t is my present intention to vimt England again for s
hurried trip, leaving here in the Afriea on the 6th of No-
vember, aud, if #o, I hope to have the plessure of seviug
you about the 18th proximo.

With kiod regards to all, I remain, &o.
Messrs. JouN LAIRD, Sons & Co , Bitkenhead,

.

BisKENHEAD, APRIL 11, 1863.

My Dear 8ik: You will bave seen by the newspapers
the report of the discussion in the House of Commons on
the Alabama case on the 27th of March last, and that I
named in part of my speech the fact that my late firm had
had spplication from the SBecretary of the Navy of the
Foderal Government, through a friend of mmne, to build
vessela of war for them. .

I do not wish to bring your name before the publie, or
to publish the correspoudence, except in the event of the
Federal Government denying the statement I made, in
which case I shall have io self defence to do so, which [
abnll regret. I think if theydo deny the negotiation 1t will
be treating you uafairly, more especislly as your letter to me
and its enclosures, handed to you by them, show that they
enter.d very fully with you into the class of vessels re-
quired, and the objects those veasels were intended to
sccomplieh,

The American Goveromeut, as fnu alao informed me,
peraouvally sud by letier, May, 1861, had employad Capt.
to endeavor to purchase suitable vessels for
blo.ksding pu:pises, and that you were in communication
with him on this subject.

I did not name the neg tiatien I had with thes Federsl
Government through you until foreed to do so by their
friends in the House of Commons, notwithstanding the
repes ed attacke made on mysell and my sous in the
Amerisan and English prees, and by the partisans of the
North at public meetings and elsewhere. To have re-
wained longer silent wu.fd have been construed into ad-
w'ssion that the charges made against me were correct,
and therefore I felt the time had arrived when I must
make s:me statement on the subjact.

I hope your fsmily are all well, and remain, my dear sir,
Yours very truly, JOHK LAIRD,

—

COMMENRTS ON THE ABOVE LETTERS.

Bome of the newspapers, both English and American,
sharply eriticise these anonymous letlors as contaising no-
thing whatever to sustain the assertions ot Mr. Laird that
be had been approached by agents of tha Navy Depart.
ment for the purpoee of engagiog him to build war-vessels
for our Government, We copy the comments of the New
York Evening Post upon the subject, as follows :

* Every body remembers the letters which a Mr. Spence,
of Liverpool, wrote to the London Times 1n 1861 and 15862,
in support of the rebels. These letters professed to cowe
from an Epglishmen of independent opinions, and as such
they had & certain ivfluence, uotil, by the capture of a
rebel despatch bug acd the publication of the despatches,
it becamwe known that this impartisl and high-toned Eng-
lish advoeate of slavery and rebeilion was a salaried secret
agent of the rebels. Bince this discovery was made Mr.
Speuce’s letters pass in England for just what they are
worth—the special pleas of a hired attorney.

** Another and equally disreputsble trausaction has just
bpen brought home to snoth-r English supporter of the
rebele. Mesars Laird, Suns & Co,, of Birkeuhead, near
Liverpool, biild Alshamas and iron-clads for Jeff. Davis;
and Mr. Laird, the seuior partaer of the firm, is & member
ff the English Parlismeat. OF the propriety of a member
of the British Legislature engaging in such business we
will say nothing here; though if ever hereafter 8 momber
of the United dtates Congress is found to be engsged in
fitting vu! privateers to prey, under g fareign and unre-
cognised flag, vn Britigh ccmmerce, no doubt we shall
roccive leotures enough on the subjeet fro n the London

imes,

** But Mr. Laird waa not eontent to resp his gains in #i-
lence; he must endeavor to fustify himsell; and some
t me sgo he as-erted in Parlinment, positively, that at one
timé®he bad received fram the Navy Depariment of the
United Btates sn order to build ships for our service
When this was brought to the attention of the Secreta:
of the Navy, be promptly aud explicitly denied the trgt
of the nasertion; ard this deninl was made public in Eng-
land. Toereupon Mr. Laird seeks shelter bebind eertsin
anonymous letters which purport to be written in Wash-
ington and New York, by a person whose charactr, posi.
tivn, #nl antecedents Mr. Laird himpelf takes care nut to
vouch for in any way, and whose langusge betrays him to
be a foreigner, and o sll prubability an adventurer—pro-
bab'y one of those ‘ lubby ageuts’ who, needy and unseru-
pulius, hastened to Washington on the outbreak of the war
to try to turn a di nonest penny by dint of impudence and
pertinacity,

** This wonderful correspondent of Messrs, Laird, Sons
& Cuv. was not the only one, aceording to Mr, Welles, who
‘importuned ' the Department ‘in bebalf of Mr Laird.
We hope tue remsinder of Mr, Laird’s bagmen were more
skiliful pe:sons than thie anonymous writer, whom he snys
he believed, though it is evident that he did not trust
him enough to even take the trouble to send him plans and
bids for ‘& «hot and shell proof haitery,’ such us he asked

for.

“Mr. Laird’s correspondent speaks bold'y enough of
* our government,’ but he betraya himself ludicrously when
be mpeaks of the fiequent interviews with ‘our Depart-
ment of Naval Affuirs,’ and of * the Minister of the Navy.'
two phrases never used in this eountry at any time, and
which pone but a receutly arrived loreigner, ignorant eyen
of the commonest phraseclogy of our sdministragive de-
partments, could have invented. Vet, while thus con-
vieted of igoiranee, be pconstantly spesks of * our’ affaire
as though be were a citiz-n of the country. In July thie
person apeshs repeatedly of our * Misister of the N!ur i
but by Octobrr he has learned better, and writea of the,
‘ Navy Department.'

*“ In the mean time, why did Mr. Laird correspond with

L S
% coun &
It is nuﬂmprub&h'ihu K:'Ldnl and his friend

huve interchanged views 01 the subject of buildiog ve

for ‘he United States 58 a prim:‘" -making transae-
tion ; but 1t is not true that m’% build &
vesscl fur his Goverument was ever made to that geutle-
man, direetly or indirectly, by myself or any agent of the
Navy Departwment. No person or persons have been em-
ployed by wie as sgent or ageuts, or been suthorized by
the Nuvy Department or by the American Government
o make applicstion to Mr. Laird or to the firm of which
be is & mewber, or to any other person or firm sbroad, to
build & vessel or vessels for the Government of the United
States or'fur the navy of the United States.

I remember lpgmutiam were made to me at the be-
gioniog of tho rebellion by persons professing to be the
agents of Engl sh or foreign firms t) procure vessels to be
buwlt by this Guverament, aud I have an indistinet remem-
brance that this Department was importuned by more
than one persou on bebalf of the Messrs. Laird, sud ve
probubly they, like others, presented plsne and soli-
c.ted our views ; but I pursued a uniform aud undeviating
policy iu regard to each aud all these applications, deelining
1u every instunce auy proposition to build, or procurs to
be buile, vessels fur our navy abroad

When, therefore, Mr. Luird stated or intimated in the
House of Cummons that oy agent for the Becretary of the
Amvrican Navy, or of the Navy Department, approached
bim “ with a view of getting vessels built in this count
(Great Britsin) for the Awerican Guvernment,” he sta
whut wae not true. I have pever, at suy time, had such
purposs in view, snd consequeotly I have never suthorized
a1y person to uct us my ngeut, or as the agent of the Navy
Departwent, or of the American Governmeut, to prooure
vessuls to be built wichout the limits of the United Statee.

I am, very respectfully,
GipEON WELLES, Be 1’y of the Navy.

e
ORDERS IN THE CASE OF CASHELL.

War DEPARTMENT,
ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Washington, July 30, 1862,
GENERAL ORDERS, No. 250,

L. Befure n General Court Martial, which cenvened in
the city of Washiogton, D, C., July 20, 1863, pursuaat to
Special Orders No. 316,'d .ted War Diep irtmeat, Adjutant
General's Office, Washington, July 17, 1863, and of whieh
the following is the detail for the court:

Major General E. A. Hitoheook, U. 8. Volunteers;
Brigadier General G, W, Mor I, U. 8. Vo unteers ;
Brigndier General J. J Abercrombie, U. 8. Volunteers
Brigadicr General J. P. Hateb, U. 8. Volunteers;
Brigad er Geneial 8. A, Maredith, U 8, Volunteers,
was arruigned and tried— :

HazrEL B. CASHELL, & citizsn of i lie States of Maryland.

CHARGE.—" Giving intelligence to the ememy.”

Specification 1st—" [n this, that he, Hazel B. Cashell
a cilizsn of the State of Maryland, did give intelligence to
a body of rebel esvalry, suid ocavalry being enemies of the
Uuited States, by informing them and by pointing out to
them ths direction and route which a large lot of cattle
he]nng!ﬂn“ to the United States had, on the 28th day of
June, 1863, been driven to escape and avoid being oaptar-
ed by said hody of rebel osvalry. ‘This at Montgomery
county, in the State of Murylsnd, on or about the 23:h day
of June, 1863."

Specification 2d— *In this, that he, the snid Hazel B.
Cughell, nfter giving snid rebel eavalry reforred to m the
firat specification the injormation therein stated, did, at
the same time, also further inform said rebel onvalry that
".:dra;ll”g'_['at!:m‘orm cattle were without the protection of a.
qun 1# in Moatgowery vounty, Maryland, :
the 98th day of Juve, 1863 1 - ' 7 08 F Abonk

To which charge and spacifications the sccused, Hazel
n. Cﬁshqllt, & citizen of the State of Maryland, pleaded
“not guilty,"”

FINDING.

The court, having matarely considered the evidence ad-
duced, finds the accus d, Hazal B. Cushell, & oitizen of the
State of Maryland, s fullows:

Of the firat specifioation, “ Guilty,"

Of the second specifieation, ** Guilty.”

Of the charge,  Guilty.”

SENTENCE.

“The court finde that although the sccused answered
certain questions put by rebels, which, in a striet literal
senase, conveyed inielligence to the enemy, it has not a
peared in evidence that the information was voluntee .
uor d.es the oourt perccive that such intelligence was
given with that criminal design which the law contemplates
as the auimus of & breach of the 57ih artiole of war; and
the court therefore affixes no ponalty to the offence beyond
sn admonition that in the future he will be more on his
gusrd in answering inquiries addressed to him by an
enemy.

“and it is further directed that the finding and judg-
ment of the court in this case be published in thres of 1he
newspapers published in the city of Washington."

. WaRr DerarTMENT, JULY 29, 1863.

II. The findings of the court upon the chargs and speci-
_ﬂenQ ons are approved. The * seutence,” as 1t is termed,
is disapproved. The charge and specifieation of whioch
the uccused wsa found guilty necesssrily imported orimi-
uslity under tue 57th article of war, and thas deol sration
of the court that “ it has not appeared in evidenoe that the
information was volunteered, nor does the court peroeive
that such intelligencs was given with that eriminal design
which the law cootemplates as the animas of & breach of
the 57th article of war,” was unwarranted by the law snd
the testimony.

It nppears from the evidense iu the record thit the
nccuseiad &b pasture on his furm, in Montgomeary county,
Maryl{88, some five hundred head or cattle, which, with
some five hundred others, all the property of the United
Slates, were driven away on the morning of the 28th of
June for their protection from the rebel cavalry, then ap-
pronching. The rebels, ridiog up sooa therealter, de~
mand-d, in Lbe presencs of several persons, includ
witness (Thomns Rabbitt) and the necused, in what direc-
tion the o ttle had goue. ~ Kabbitt, practicing & ruse which.
war justifi+s, pointed them in a direstion upposite to chy
true wna, Ons of them roturned, however, in g fow
winutes from the pursuit, and rep -ated the d-mand whe
the accused unhesitatingly iudicated to bisg the rond’r ==
the catile bad tuken, aod, in addition, stated thair - ,.«I;-.ch
and that they were without 8uy guard exocept numtsf.
mea ordinanly sttending then—s statome: e ':l.
bave had but one obj.ct. The infarwe , which o)
nicated wae most important to tho o~ st “-"" i
voluatarily, without threat or JOUY, S0 15 viee v
of any undue influence whab ARSRURE, 6 S5 SEENTS

. ver. Whean to this prompt
E:Lt},‘;.'llm",};::aiﬁﬁlf’“" .arde to the enemy is sdded the

h snd sympathies of the accused, as
:';::ﬂ:i:ﬁ #% snoe, no doudt can be euterzained as to

- w8 eouduct,
mj:::?*"".-mly appears that the accused was expecting

such & person 1 In it the fashion of great Knglish wer-
ocantile firms to transeet their business with nnanown iw |
termediarisa 7 Mr. Laird says he believed hia carrespo”

dent. 'We osn only say that'if he had written at oo
our Navy Department, when he received the i ,“" »
be wou!d have saved himeelf from what muet "ht °nl"'
ting and ridiculoua position, in which * . ; "‘:“ um'
We are quite sure that aq ‘m"ﬂ'andgu?inne:: :I::n.n of
equal eminence wonld have take - ains, first of all, to coo-
vings himself, by application 3" .y’ "of 1t

to ‘ '
charscter of the agent who ’..mi appﬂ::g;}:;r:“:. uf the

“ Bo far, we are Wking ‘or oranted that Mr. Laird's as
"’"ht‘:"‘: are true, *"‘,i"'ual by his fo'ly and unbusiness-like
habi a' n.;(l‘t:iml“?d nimself to bes viotimized. But we are
sorry ?h‘ 2% unless he prowptly mukes pubiic the
name of Lis torrespondent he will fall uuder suspicion of
éven worte conduct than this. On this head the London
Daily News snys pointedly :
" But Mr. Laird can hardly suppore that when a faot
has been publioly afirmed and publicly denied by the two
snr;m moat interested. the question between them can be
ecided by the production. of anonymous letters. We
agree with ths friends whom Mr. Laird consulted that he
had a right to use all documents, including the Whashing-
ing lettar of July 30th, in hia own vin oation; and in-
decd that ths question having becoms a public one
batwean two Governments, it was his duty to do ao;
but then, it the letters are to be worth any thing
Av evidence, he must publish the name of his corraspon-
dent, 1f he cannot do this, his case breaks down for
want of evidencs. If Mr. Laird merely wishes to show
how he came to be possessed with a certain belief, these
letters may suffioe, but if he wants to convict tle Ameri.
oan Government they are worthless. The departmental
memorandum which Mr. Laird publishes, and to which he
nrwn to attach importance, containe no reference to
him, and is just such nn one as would be given to an Ame.
rican contractor. There most have besn scores of similar
memoranda issued at Washington to persons who wers
roviding the Amerioan Government with home built ships.
e submit to Mr. Laird that he cannot lat the matter rest
where it is. There must have been appalling lying some
where, and we hﬂn the quiltL party mﬁ be found cut. In
the mean time, Mr. Laird's letters prove nothing to the
purPc-.‘. "

THE LETTER OF SECRETARY WELLES,

The letter of the Secretary of the Navy, which has been

0 frequently referred to, is printed in the London papers,

ne followa :

.
ashngion, 5N

Hon. CHARLES BUMNER— - ol B

Dgear 8ir: You invite my attention to the
Mr.' John Laird, delivered in the British Houn.z: B(e}Irlm.I"‘r

Begretary of the Navy made applioation to him, through

an agent or agente, to build vessels for the Go
“’ aited ] vernment of

wid -al of the rebels, aud, in referring to their coming,
»~ . thers were two persons in Rockville—anming the
Joited States Provost Marshal and the Postmaster—" who
ought to be,and he guessed they would be, eaptured.” His
guilt, under the 57¢h Article of War, was fully established
by the testimony, acd that guilt was sggravated by the
trust which had been reposed in him by the Goverament,
and which was so shametuily and disloyally beteayed. Yet
the “judgment " of thes court was that there was praseat,
in tbe action of the aceusrd. no such * eriminal design an
the lnw eontemplates aa w branch of the 57th Article of
War;" and thersfore the eourt contents itself with ad-
mopiabing him that “in future ho shall be more on his
guard in soswering inquiries addressed to him by an ene-
wy;"” and this is the penalty provided for an off noe
which, under the Articles of War, ia punishable with daath.
For sush action by a military court, in presence of such
flagrant erima, there is believed to ba po precadent.

The court also directs that their * judgment” shall be
published in three of the newspspars of the eity of Wash-
ington. ‘This publication will not be sarotivaed, sinew it
would be in effsct a declaration to all disloyal men that
they may, at will, communica‘s intslligenos to the publia
enemy without fear of any other penalty than the gentle
suggestion of & eourt-mart:al that they should be on their
gunrd whendoing so  Although the nccused hna been relieved
of all responsibility unier the 57ih artiole of war, he is
still liable to be proscouted under the second seotion of the
act to suppress insurrestion, &o, npproved 17th July,
1862, for giviog aid and comfort to the rebellion; and that
the prosecution for this offence may be procee led with, he
will be handed over to the eivil suthoritiee,

It is ordered that this eourt be at onos dissolved, and’
that snother court-martial be organized for the trial of the.
eul:l m;w Eﬂndu:g‘; B

is farther or that this review be published in the
dArm; and an'Hl G:;.—;ta. K8 AN ex mlioﬁ of the strong
innppregal with which the netion of this regarded
by the Department b
Epwin M. Stanton, Bee'y of War.

IIL. The Geoeral Court-Martisl, of which Major Gen,

E. A. Hitehcock, U. 8. Volunteers, is President; is hereby
dissolved.

By order of the Secretary of War.
E. ). Towssenp, Asa't Ad)'t Gen,

EXPLOSION 0B A GUNROA T —The revenue steam outter
Naugatuek, built by E. A. Stevens, and stationed at
Throgg's Neck, in the Enat river, fired a pivot gnn a fow
days ago, to bring to a schooner, when the gun burst,
mortally wounding one of her orew and badly injuring five
others.

Previction FurviLLep.—Some wers dispossd fo
sucer at Major Gien. Banks, nine months ago, becanse he
#iid to the nine months’ men that they should return home
by another route than that of the ocean. Those same men
arq uow coming home by way of the Mississippi river
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